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and asked if England would permit those governments to
attack them by force, the British Ambassador replied that he
could not suppose the British Government would ever concur
with or sanction any attempt to deprive the Sublime Porte of
the exercise of any of the rights of sovereignty, and that he had
no reason whatever to believe that the British fleet would
interrupt. He only hoped that the Porte had taken the best
measures to secure success."1

Encouraged by these ingenious and wily promptings, the
Sultan was tempted to listen to the exaggerated reports of his
general Hafiz. The Sultan knew that he could not be the loser
in the long run. If victory favoured his arms, well and good;
and if not, then England and Russia would never tolerate his
annihilation at the hands of Mohammed AIL

The two armies stood facing each other, the Egyptians,
60,000 strong, concentrating on their own territory under
Ibrahim at Anitab, and the Turks, numbering 80,000, under
Hafiz near the village of Nezib. Although Hafiz had already
commenced hostilities by inciting the population under
Mohammed Ali to revolt, by distributing arms and money,
and above all by harassing an Egyptian cavalry corps within
Syrian territory, Ibrahim had strict orders from his father,
who had returned in haste from the Sudan, not to be the
aggressor. When Ibrahim informed his father of the hostile
acts committed by the Turks, Mohammed Ali sent him orders
to repel the Turkish attacks and to cross the frontiers if neces-
sary. " The more patient and circumspect we have been," said
Mohammed Ali, " in order not to act contrary to the wishes
of the Great Powers, the more have our adversaries advanced.
... If we have patience any longer, we shall be unable to stop
them/'2

War began and the doom of the Ottoman Empire was no
longer in doubt.

The Powers were now brought face to face with the fears
that had caused them so much anxiety since the Treaty of
Unkiar Skelessi, namely the possibility of a Russian squadron
anchoring outside Constantinople, It was now their bounden
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